


























































Position Annual Wage  
   

Assessor $12,603.36  
Assistant Assessor $25,208.04  
Assistant Treasurer $7,611.20  
Church Clock Winder $350.00  
Collector of Delinquent Taxes $16,885.30 Wages Paid by Penalty Revenue 

Election Official $511.20  
Election Worker $272.00  
FAST Personnel $12,780.00  
FAST Head of Services $1,200.00  
Fire Chief $1,500.00  
Fire Fighters $4,947.50  
Fire Warden $1,540.00  
Health Officer $1,200.00  
Assistant Health Officer $500.00  
Highway Equip. Operator $62,824.43  
Highway Road Commissioner $61,646.91  
Highway Over Time $14,055.29  
IT Service Stipend $1,500.00  
Librarian $33,096.58  
Librarian Assistant $13,466.40  
Planning Commission-Chair $750.00  
Selectboard Assistant $1,200.00  
Selectboard Members (3) $4,500.00  
Selectboard Secretary $2,300.00  
Temporary Hwy $958.50  
Town Clerk $48,383.76  
Town Constable $3,610.00  
Town Property & Sidewalk  $2,592.00  
Town Property Maintenance $2,322.00  
Town Treasurer $55,949.80  
Tree Warden $300.00  
Zoning Administrator $2,970.00  
Re-Appraisal Photo's $2,740.00  
Town Report $600.00  
   
Total Employees Reported: 34 $402,874.27   
   

 









Current Use 

Overview 

In 1978, the Vermont legislature passed a law establishing the Use Value Appraisal of Agricultural, 
Forest, Conservation and Farm Buildings Property. Today, this program is known as "Current Use" 
and is administered by the Division of Property Valuation and Review within the Vermont 
Department of Taxes.  

The purpose of the law was to allow the valuation and taxation of farm and forest land based on its 
remaining in agricultural or forest use instead of its value in the marketplace. The primary 
objectives of the program were to keep Vermont's agricultural and forest land in production, help 
slow the development of these lands, and achieve greater equity in property taxation on 
undeveloped land. Benefits for land enrolled in the program were first distributed in tax year 1980. 
  
Participation in the program has grown as it has evolved. The two most significant changes have 
been the inclusion of conservation land owned by qualifying nonprofit organizations and the 
exemption from all property taxes of eligible farm buildings. When an application is approved and 
recorded in the municipal land records, a lien is established on the enrolled land to recover a land 
use change tax should all or any portion of the enrolled land become developed. 

To ensure that parcels with a use value appraisal are appraised by the local assessing officials 
consistent with the appraisals for non-enrolled parcels an annual audit is conducted on three 
towns with lands enrolled program.  

Benefits 

Land will be taxed based on its use value which is established annually by the Current Use Advisory 
Board. 

Requirements and Terms 

Property must be managed according to the approved forest or conservation management plan 
and according to state standards. It will be inspected at least once every 10 years. The main 
objective in requiring a management plan is to assure that the land is managed carefully. It is not 
intended to force a landowner into a particular type of management. A private consulting forester 
may be asked to prepare, or help prepare, a management plan which meets the landowner's 
objectives as well as the state standards. 

A management plan for forestland and conservation land also includes maps that meet the Current 
Use Program Mapping Standards. Agricultural land does not require a management plan but does 
require maps that meet the map standards.  These maps are typically prepared by a consulting 
forester. The Vermont Center for Geographic Information (VCGI) has a number of shapefiles that 
are available for creating these maps. 

A Forest Management Activity Report must be filed by Feb. 1 with the Vermont Department of Taxes 
to report any management activity which occurred in the previous year. The Department of Taxes 
will send the relevant FMAR data to the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation. If you have 



any questions regarding your FMAR after it has been submitted, you should contact your county 
forester. Please wait 14 days after you have submitted the FMAR to contact your county forester. 

For further details on Use Value Appraisal of Forestland in Vermont review the online brochure or 
visit the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation website. 

Development and Penalties 

Once land is enrolled, it is subject to a contingent lien. If this land is ever developed, a lien for the 
amount of the land use change tax is placed on the land. Once the land use change tax is paid, the 
lien is released. The land use change tax is calculated as 10% of the fair market value of the 
developed parcel or portion of a parcel. When a portion of a parcel is withdrawn or developed, the 
fair market value of the portion is determined by valuing the portion as a stand-alone parcel. 

In this program, development includes any of the following: 

 Transfer where one or more of the resulting parcels is less than 25 acres 

 Construction of buildings, roads, or structures not used for forestry purposes 

 Commercial mining, excavation or landfill activity, or cutting timber contrary to the 
management plan or contrary to state standards 

The obligation to pay this tax runs with the land in perpetuity. The tax is not due unless and until the 
land is developed; however, it may be prepaid if the landowner wishes to clear the title. 

 

 

2025 Use Values 

The Current Use Advisory Board established the Use Values for the 2025 tax year on February 12, 
2025. 

Property Type Amount 

Agricultural Land $510/acre 

Forest Land  $203/acre 

Forest Land Greater than one mile from a Class I, II, or III Road  $152/acre 

 

 

 

https://tax.vermont.gov/property/current-use for more information. 
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  January 14, 2026    

  
Selectboard 
Town of Groton, Vermont 
1476 Scott Highway  
Groton, VT 05046 

We have audited the financial statements of the Town of Groton, Vermont as of 
and for the year ended December 31, 2024. 

The financial statements and our report thereon are available for public inspection 
at the Town Office. 

Sullivan, Powers & Co. 



Report

2025 was a relatively quiet election year, with only Town Meeting and the BMU Budget Vote taking place. In 
contrast, 2026 will be a busy election year, including the August Primary, the November General Election, as well 
as Town Meeting and the BMU Budget Vote. I am hopeful for a smooth and successful election year. 

The Town continues to actively manage and complete projects supported by the many grants it has received. The 
largest grant-funded project completed this year involved significant improvements around the Community 
Building and Fire Station. This project included new drainage installed beneath the parking lot and Community 
Building, the addition of parking spaces behind the building, and full resurfacing with regrading and paving. ARPA 
funds and the Leahy USDA Grant were used to support this important work. 

FEMA has reimbursed the Town for damages related to the July 2024 flood. I have begun the closeout paperwork, 
after which it will be submitted to the State to begin their review process. The Town will also receive State funding 
to cover its required local share of the damages (12.5%). We are hopeful these funds will be received before the 
end of the year. 

patriotism throughout the Town. 

As a reminder, there is a secure mail slot located to the left of my office door inside the entranceway. It is available 
24/7 for dropping off Town correspondence, including tax payments, dog licensing paperwork and fees, building 
permits, Community Building use payments and paperwork, marriage applications, and birth or death certificate 
applications. 

For updates, forms, agendas, applications, and permits, please visit the Town website at www.grotonvt.com. 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. I can be reached at (802) 584-3276, by email at 
townclerk@grotonvt.com, or you are welcome to stop by the office. 

I continue to enjoy working for the community of Groton. 

Respectfully, 
Carrie Peters 

 
 

Treasurer Report 
 

on July 9 2025 to the Select Board for year ending 2024. 

The Town audit report and financial statements are available at the town office for review.  Please contact the office if 
 

If you have any questions please contact me. 802-584-3131 or Treasurer@grotonvt.com or stop by the office.  
 

 
Thank you, 

 
Lisa JL Hart

Town Treasurer 



GROTON MUNICIPAL ASSESSOR REPORT - 2025
 

Changes and projects performed in 2025 
 The Town of Groton has hired Justin Mason as the Municipal Assessor for the Town of Groton. He 

is currently working to meet the new qualifications and training requirements for Level II 
Certification. He is also a full-time Assessor through an Interlocal Agreement for Assessor 
Services with the Towns of Johnson, Hyde Park, St. George, Berkshire, and Sheldon. He was 
raised in Vermont, resides in West Glover with his partner and children, has over 13 years of 
experience working with Real Estate and Municipalities, and strives to provide consistent, fair, 
transparent, and equitable practices to municipalities throughout the State of Vermont.  

 Photos were taken of most parcels during the past year. Thank you for your cooperation during this 
project. 

 Contiguous parcels were identified within the Grand List and updates are being performed for the 
Online Tax Maps for data to be linked to most all of the parcels online.  
 

Annual Information and Filings 
HOMESTEAD DECLARATION  Please remember to file a Form HS 122 when you file your Income Tax.  
THIS HAS TO BE DONE EVERY YEAR. 
ADDRESS CHANGES  
up to date information when it is time to mail tax bills and other information to you. 
INFORMATION REQUESTS   
Please reach out if you have questions or concerns.       

Grand List & Tax Rate Information 
The Town of Groton has 878 Total Parcels and 741 Taxable Parcels. The Total Town Taxable Municipal 
Grand List for 2025 for tax rate setting purposes in 2025 was $1,308,385.00. The ending Total Town Taxable 
Municipal Grand List for 2025 was $1,308,327.00 after Errors and Omissions. Previously, the Total Town 
Taxable Municipal Grand List for 2024 was $1,321,761.00. The Total Town Municipal Grand List decreased 
by approximately 1.02% compared to the Grand Lists used for tax rates. The State of Vermont changed the 
utility valuation process throughout the state, resulting in utilities in the Town of Groton to decrease in value. 
The 2025 Town Tax Rate was 0.4043 and the Highway Tax rate was 0.3490, and the Local 
Agreement/Veterans Rate was 0.0028. Comparatively, the 2024 Town Tax Rate was 0.3943 and the 
Highway Tax rate was 0.3306, and the Local Agreement/Veterans Rate was 0.0038, as set by the 
Selectboard. 

Common Level of Appraisal & Coefficient of Dispersion (CLA & COD) 
Please see the included Equalization Letter from the State of Vermont within the Annual Town Report. The 

 The CLA is 
calculated using the last three years of sales data. The three-year analysis causes the CLA to move more 
slowly than the general market, either upward or downward. The Statewide Adjustment (SA) for 2025 is 

Dispersion) is 25.45% compared to 26.39% in 2024, showing that uniformity of appraisal for different 
property types in the grand list slightly improved. The higher the COD is, the greater the disparity, which is 
corrected by performing a Townwide Reappraisal. 
 
  
 
 



Online Resources
 Town of Groton Town Website: https://grotonvt.com/  
 State of Vermont Department of Taxes Website:  www.tax.vermont.gov             
 Property Valuation & Review Annual Reports   

Website:  www.tax.vermont.gov/research-and-reports/reports/pvr-annual-reports  
These reports provide statewide statistics broken down by county and town covering assessments, tax 
rates, property transfers, & adjustment claims.  They also contain information on how statistics are 
computed.  

Contracts 
 The Town of Groton has a contract with CAI Technologies for annual tax map updates.   
 The Town of Groton has a contract with NEMRC for Grand List maintenance assistance and the 

2027  2029 Townwide Reappraisal. There will be more information about this as we get closer to 
2027.    

Property Transfers, Inspections, and Grievance Notices & Hearings  
Property Transfers: Property transfers are valid once legally executed and recorded with the Town of 
Groton in the Town Land Records. Property ownership is reflected on the Grand List as of April 1 of each 
year. If a property is sold or subdivided after April 1, the tax bill and full assessment will be in the name of 
the previous owner. Pro-rating the property taxes is the responsibility of the buyers, sellers, and their legal 
counsel. 
Inspections: The Municipal Assessor will be performing property inspections through Spring 2026 for the 
2026 Grand List. Please contact  to report any changes made to your property or to schedule 
an appointment. Property inspections may be performed based on Municipal Zoning Permits, State Permits, 
Highway Access Permits, reported changes, changes noted visible via public highway, web-based imaging, 
and changes per MLS information that is allowable according to PVR. Appointments for property 
inspections are not required unless an interior inspection is needed, though efforts will be made to contact 
property owners prior to inspections. Property owners with no trespassing signs may be contacted directly 
through USPS or other contact information 
property assessment per the information available and valued at highest and best use if no response is 
received. Please note: Property inspections are performed to obtain an accurate, defensible, and equitable 
Grand List for the Town of Groton.  
Hearings: Grievance Hearings are held after the completion of the Abstract Grand List as of April 1, 2026, 
and Change of Appraisal Notices have been sent. All those requesting a Grievance Hearing must submit 
their appeal in writing, allowing the Municipal Assessor   You may request a hearing 
by contacting the Assessor . The request for hearing must be received by the deadline indicated on the 
notices. Notice of Grievance will be posted at the 5 physical posting locations and posted on the Town of 
Groton website. 

Office Hours & Contact Information  
Justin Mason  12:00pm by appointment only, and other times may 
be arranged by request.  
Dorothy Knott is available by appointment.   

THANK YOU! 
 

Assessor ~Justin Mason   assessor@grotonvt.com    
Assistant Assessor ~Dorothy Knott                     assistantassessor@grotonvt.com 

 802-584-3155 
 







Homestead Declaration Information 

By Vermont law, property owners whose homes meet the definition of a Vermont homestead must 
file a Homestead Declaration annually by the April filing deadline. If eligible, it is important that you 
file so that you are correctly assessed the homestead tax rate on your property. Here is 
the information you as the property owner need to know about the Vermont Homestead 
Declaration. 

purpose, property is categorized as either nonhomestead or homestead. A homestead is the 
principal dwelling and parcel of land surrounding the dwelling, owned and occupied by the 
resident  

All property is considered nonhomestead, unless it is declared as a homestead. The education 
property tax rate levied on nonhomestead property differs from the rate levied on homestead 
property. It is your responsibility as the property owner to claim the property as a homestead if you 
meet, or expect to meet, the following requirements: 

 You are a Vermont resident 

 You own and occupy a homestead as your domicile as of April 1, 2026. 

Please note: If you meet these requirements, except that your homestead is leased to a tenant on 
April 1, 2026, you may still claim it as a homestead if it is not leased for more than 182 days in the 
2025 calendar year. 

Nonhomestead Property 

Property is considered nonhomestead if one of the following applies: 

 Your property is leased for more than 182 days out of the calendar year. 

 The property is used exclusively for commercial, including rental, purposes. 

 The property is used for a second home, camp, vacation, or summer cottage. 

How to File 

Online - Taxpayers may file returns using myVTax, our free, secure, online filing site. 

Paper Returns  - If you cannot file and pay through myVTax, you may still use the paper forms. The 
Homestead Declaration is filed using Form HS-122, the Homestead Declaration and Property Tax 
Credit Claim. Use our filing checklist that follows to help you get started. 

Many people file their Homestead Declarations at the same time they file their Vermont income tax 
returns. However, if you apply to extend the time to file your income tax return, the Homestead 
Declaration must still be filed by the April filing deadline. Even if a person is not required to file a 
Vermont Income Tax Return, the declaration must be filed by the deadline. 

https://tax.vermont.gov/homestead-declaration 

https://tax.vermont.gov/sites/tax/files/documents/HS-122-2024.pdf 



Groton Highway Report

 

 2025 was an interesting year as it was super dry, we went from one extreme to another. The 
Highway department replaced the washed-out bridge on Pound Road with an aluminum arch 
culvert, which save the town money. Phillip decided to hang up his hat with the highway department 
after over 32 years, Thanks again Phillip. We hired Brandon Boyce to replace him (Welcome 
Brandon). 

 I would like to thank my whole crew (Phillip, Brent, Brandon, Steven and Ben) for all the hard work 
that you do and all the time spent keeping Groton Highway running as smooth as possible. 

 We worked with other departments on projects, supplying labor and equipment time, saving them 
money. 

 Phillip, Brandon and I try our best to control cost while maintaining a level of service that keeps up 
with the needed maintenance of the roads. 

 I would like to thank the residents of the Town of Groton for all the support in helping us do the best 
job possible. 
 

 Here are a couple reminders: 

23 V.S.A. § 1126a. Depositing snow onto or across highways prohibited 
(a) No person, other than an employee in the performance of his or her official duties or other 
person authorized by the agency of transportation (in the case of state highways) or selectboard 
(in the case of town highways), shall plow or otherwise deposit snow onto the traveled way, 
shoulder or sidewalk of a state highway or a class 1, 2, or 3 town highway. 
(b) Nothing in this section should be construed to be in derogation of any municipal ordinance 
regulating the deposit of snow within the limits of town highways. (Added 1997, No. 150 (Adj. 
Sess.), § 17.) 

 

 Article 7.1 from the Town of Groton Highway ordinance: 
 Winter Parking- Parking within a town right of way, including turnarounds and/or Cul de sacks, 
shall be prohibited between November 1 and March 31 of each year except for town owned parking 
areas where there will be no parking between midnight and 6:00 am.  
Violators will be towed at the vehicle  expense. 
                                                                                                                                  

Town Garage Phone-584-3209 
-1355 

Cell) (802)424-7918 
Email: grotonhwy@fairpoint.net 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
   

   
    



 

  
   

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 







Library Funds 

Groton Free Public Library Operating Fund

March 7, 2006, Article 8: Shall the Town of Groton approve the existing accounts and the establishment of a reserve fund to be called 
the Groton Free Public Library fund to be funded by grants, gifts, donations, fund raising, existing library investments and other non-
taxation sources said fund to be used for library improvements, managed by the library Board of Trustees and dispensed by the Town 
Treasurer?  

Operating expense account funded by annual appeal donations, memorial funds, interest from Endowment and dividends from 
American Funds.  
Balance $45,617.23 

Endowment Fund 
Endowment funds are composed of monies that have been gifted to the library in the form of bequests or donations.  Endowment 
monies are not meant to be used to fund routine operational activities or salaries.  Endowment funds are to be used at the discretion of 
the Groton Library Board of Trustees.  Any requests for release of endowment monies must be voted on and approved by the Library 
Board of Trustees.  The Library Board of Trustees are responsible for overseeing the use/investment of all endowment funds.  The 
Library Board of Trustees alone holds the power to direct investments and distribute money/assets for the library. 
Amendment: 7/13/2015, The Library Board of Trustees voted to remove all financial limitations on endowment requests. 
Balance $5,633.30 

Capital Fund Certificate of Deposit 
September 26 2013 Library Board of Trustees received an anonymous gift restricted to capital improvements or non-budgeted items at 
the discretion of the Library Trustees.  
Balance $13,242.79 

American Funds  
Investment of funds received from sale of book in 1991.  Dividends are deposited in Community Bank Fund for use toward the library 
portion of the monthly operating expense of the building.   
Balance $422.47 
April 2025 Endowment CD was established at Wells River Bank  
Balance $24,160.15 

Library Pay Pal Fund  
Account was established to receive money electronically for Annual Appeal Donations.  
Balance $9.00 

Series I Bond 
October 5 2022 Library Board of Trustees decided to move 10,000.00 from the Capital Fund CD and opened a Series I bond account. 
Maturity Date 10-01-2052 
Balance $11,496.00 

Series I Bond 
March 9 2023 Library Board of Trustees decided to move 10,000.00 from Capital Fund CD and open a Series I bond Account. Maturity 
Date 04-01-2053 
Balance $11,072.00 

Library Endowment CD 
February 26 2024 Library Board of Trustees decided to move funds to a CD. 
Balance $43,253.06 

****Library Funds are not Town funds; they are controlled by the Library Board of Trustees. 





Should a deed holder wish to sell a lot or portion of a lot, they must first sell it back to the town at 
the same price that it was originally purchased for. Then the town will sell the lot to the new owner 
based on current pricing. Corner stone for this new lot may not be required if the Commissioners 
approve.  
Please be aware that the only way to securely guarantee who shall be buried in any given lot is for 
that person to own it. In cases where there might be a family dispute, we suggest that the parties 
take all steps possible to make clear who shall be allowed to use a lot.  
 
 
Perpetual Care 
Perpetual Care fees cover emergency repair and general upkeep of the cemetery. If you are 
interested in purchasing a lot in the Groton cemetery, please contact the Town Clerk. 
 

Cemetery Plot Pricing  

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

        
        

        
        
        

Fees include: recording cost $15, cornerstones $140, setting of cornerstones $60 and 
administrative costs $15. The cost of grave and cremation urn preparation is set by the 

contractor at the time of service. 
Plots must be paid in full at the time of purchase. 

 
 
 
 
 





Zoning Administrator
 
 
 

        2025 was an extremely busy year for Zoning. We had thirty-seven permits 
applied for. That is the most I have handled in the several years I have been doing this. We have a 
great Planning Commission which has helped me in several areas this year as the State Laws are 
becoming more stringent and sometimes harder to understand and enforce. The time period for 
some of these permits have been longer than usual due to Flood Plain Regulations and the fact that 
in some instances, I am dealing with three different State Agencies for a single permit. Be aware that 
in some instances that what you might want to erect for a structure may sit in the Flood Plain, the 
River Corridor and Wetlands. This means three different site visits by three Agencies that may not 
agree on how to move forward. 

Once again, in 2025, one of the major problems was folks erecting a structure without a Permit. 
This resulted in at least two instances in the structure being taken down until the proper Permits or 
State Visit was completed. It is always better to call and ask if you need a Permit rather than taking 
the chance and having to tear down the structure and reconstruct at a later date.  

Also, for folks wanting to sub divide their property, please be aware that there are specific things that 
have to be done according to our Zoning Policies and that you should allow for at least ninety days for the 
process to complete. The entire process can be found on our Groton, Vermont website, as well as all of our 
Zoning Bylaws can be found there. 

I would like to take this time to thank the Planning Commission, the Select Board, the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment, Dorothy Knott and especially Carrie Peters for all the assistance I have received 
in doing this important function in the Town of Groton. I also want to thank all the taxpayers in this 
Town which has made my job a learning experience and a more enjoyable experience as I have had 
the opportunity to meet many of our taxpayers I would not otherwise been able to do.  

I will not be available as Zoning Administrator for the year 2026 as I will be relocating, but I have 
enjoyed my tenure as Zoning Administrator for the Town of Groton. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dan Webster 





Constable  
Animal Control Officer 

 Fire Warden Enforcement Officer  

First, I would like to thank the voters of the Town of Groton, Vermont for allowing me to hold this 
office for the preceding year. It has been a very busy year with many calls of various types. As Constable, I 
answered 158 calls encompassing 186 hours. These calls included narcotic overdoses, several domestic 
calls, many calls between neighbors with various disagreements, traffic direction, illegal parking on town 
highways or roads that prevented clear passage or blocked the Town's Snow Plow Crew from being able to 
turn around with a plow or blocking passage of the plow on Town Highway, people illegally blocking 
rights of ways that were granted by deed, illegal parking on Town Property for extended periods of time 
and working with the Caledonia County  Office on several occasions. 

 
As Animal Control Officer, I handled 140 calls which included Feral Cows intruding on  

property doing destruction, many lost dog calls or dogs in traffic calls, wild animals doing destruction or 
being diseased. In 2025, I dispatched seven rabid raccoons in the Town of Groton. Three were in the center 
of town. This makes it even more important to make sure your dog is registered with the Town and that 
they have their rabies shot up to date. Many of the Animal Control Officer calls pertained to making sure 
your dogs were registered with the town of Groton, which is a State Law. I also was involved in 
Coordination with the Health Officer of doing investigations in vicious dogs and unprovoked dog bites and 
handling that situation after the bites. I also transported dogs to the Town Kennel in Orange and worked 
with the Kennel to have dogs found, go back to their proper homes. 

 
As Fire Warden Enforcement Officer, I handled four complaints. These were for illegal burning or burning 

substances outside our burn ordinance. These individuals were given warnings and were reported to the proper 
State Agencies. 

 
In the year 2025, Groton has been able to issue Municipal Tickets for violators to be cited in Court in White 

River Jct., for violations we had not done before such as non-registration of dogs. There are other reasons for the 
tickets to be given. These can result in substantial fines. 

 
As I found out over the course of the last two years as Constable, one thing has become apparent. If 

you have an emergency, please be aware that the Sheriff's Dept. or the Vermont State Police are not going 
to be here as quickly as you want. The Constable position is important for the Town, as a Constable in many 
instances will respond quickly and can resolve many issues in a timely manner. I will not say I have 
enjoyed every interaction with people in the Town over the last year but I have tried to bring to a 
conclusion many issues I have been faced with. 

 
This will be my last Report as I am going to be relocating to another area within the next couple 

months and will not be a candidate for Constable for the Town of Groton in 2026. I again want to thank the 
voters of the Town for your support in the last year. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Dan Webster 



The Buckaroos of 302 
 

focused on bridge projects. We did install and deck a new bridge above Seyon Pond Lodge on the 302 
trails while also putting another deck on a corduroy bridge in the Cabot area on the 232 trails. Thank you to 
Mark and Matt Puffer of Puffer Excavation for their time spent working on trails this fall. The town railroad 
bed was re-surfaced this year as part of the VOREC grant awarded to the town of Groton; we are happy to 

the hours that they put in every fall to keep our 60 miles of trails in top shape. We were able to get trails 
cleared and open prior to the holidays. The majority of our trail system is open but early season riding 
conditions are to be expected as we wait for more snow.  
 
Current list of officers: 
President - Taylor Lamberton; Vice President - Kevin McDonnell; Secretary - Stuart Russo-Savage;   Trail 
Master - Gary Lamberton; Media Coordinator - Suzanne Pare; Treasurer - Dwaine Smith 
 
 

Recreation Committee Report 2025 

Do you have Recreation Committee ideas? Do you need sponsorship of a recreational activity?  

 

2025 Notable Sponsorships 

 State Park Pass for GFPL  

The recreation committee has sponsored an additional pass for any state park visit. You 
may pick up all available passes at the library. 

 Day in our Village - June 28th, 2025 

used  for cautioning road traffic.  This sign was used for this event and can be used for 
other events held in our community. 

  

 Winter Lights Festival (a Groton Free Public Library event) 

SD Ireland Cement Truck at the Winter Lights Festival 

 

Recreation Committee Members:  

Lisa Hart, Janet Page, Michael Gaiss and Jennie Gaiss 



The Groton Food Shelf

The Groton Food Shelf would like to thank the following people and organizations for their generous donations of 
food and/or money.    

Town of Ryegate       
Mike & Jennie Gaiss 
Kathy Crum              
The Blue Mountain Grange 
Ken & Barb Nelson 
Rich & Judy Thrasher in memory of Norman & Marion Murray & Laurel Murray Goodwin 
Janet Bryer 
Jim & Lois Bostrom 
Lawrence Cotnoir 
Mark Gleicher & Deborah Jurist 
Groton Baptist Church 
Nancy Thurnauer 
Kirsten Murch & Alan Massey 
Judith Thrasher 
Earl Brock 
Martin Klein 
Ryegate Presbyterian Church 
Santina Huskey 
Ryegate Corner Presbyterian Women 

If we missed you, we apologize and please know your donation was greatly appreciated. 

The Food Shelf gave out 18 Thanksgiving Baskets and 18 Christmas baskets, plus gift cards to Ocean State Job 
Lots so that parents could choose gifts for their children.  

If you are in need please call 584-3276, Mon-Thurs. or email townclerk@grotonvt.com to set up a time to pick up 
food.

Food Shelf 2025 Beginning Balance:                       $8,216.80  

Donations:                                                           $2,645.00 

Interest Earned:                                  $68.96      

Expenses:                                    $3,740.97  
(Food, gift cards, personal care items) 

Ending Balance:                                             $7189.79 

Resources: 
3SquaresVT 1-800-479-6151 
Vermont Food Bank, 1-800-585-2265 
Vermont 2-1-1, dial 211 or go to vermont211.org 
Re-Treasured Community Closet, 802-222-0543 



Groton Historical Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Groton Depot By Eric Benson 2003 
Baptist Church Pastor  

 
 Looking back on 2025 the GHS had a truly dynamic year with loads of community effort and fun. 
Individuals and groups worked on projects to preserve our history and to explore the ways our 

s our curiosity.  
 
 Next year is the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. Neither 
Groton nor Vermont even existed in 1776, but we should celebrate this event because the 
Declaration of Independence announced the most hopeful moment for human beings the world 
had ever witnessed.  
 
The concept that the pursuit of life, liberty and happiness was a right which could not be taken 
away, was a new idea. Although at the time it was limited to white men who owned land, eventually 
the Constitution was designed to be amended. Now in America, men and women of all colors are 
by nature and law considered equally free and independent and have the inherent right to pursue 
happiness. 
  

that will make us think, learn and have some fun.  
 
We will be kicking off 2026 with the celebration of an important acquisition the GHS has received; a 

since 1989. Her work is in many museum collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York: the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; the Library of Congress; and the Fleming Museum of 
the University of Vermont. If you have lived in Groton for at least 20 years or so you will recognize 
the old yellow barn that sat on the south side of Rt. 302 before the road was widened.   

 
2026 will be a year of beauty and thought and community. Visit the GHS website to search all the old 

newsletters, watch videos, and email your questionswww.grotonvthistory.com 





Eradication of Japanese knotweed   
Report from the Invasive Species Working Group 

 
Our goal is to eradicate Japanese knotweed in Groton.  This highly invasive plant is rapidly expanding on many properties 
throughout the town.  Its damage to septic systems, wells, pipes, and foundations can be extremely expensive to repair, 
and just its presence can dramatically decrease property values. Some folks at the 2023 town meeting thought 
eradication was impossible, but our results have been stunning.  
 
Over the past 3 years we have focused efforts on two areas along the Wells River.  A grant from the State of Vermont 
funded treatment of the Memorial Park and neighboring properties along the river downtown. In July 2024, volunteers cut 
the tall knotweed canes. By September, small canes had reemerged and were much more manageable and susceptible 
to herbicide spray.  Very limited reemergence occurred in 2025 and our treatment process was repeated.  We expect to 
see very little if any recurrence in 2026, but we will continue to monitor and treat any that reappears. 
 
Our second area of work is the Groton Gateway Park. Areas of the park treated in previous years have demonstrated 
remarkable control.  In 2025, we finally cut and sprayed all the remaining knotweed at the park, including on the former 
GMP property that the town now owns.  
 
This is a continuing multiyear project.  Eradication requires repeated treatment over several years with ever decreasing 
knotweed.  In some areas, no knotweed has recurred, but we will continue monitoring and treating as necessary. Our 
experience has concluded that the cut-and-spray method is the only affordable strategy that is effective in eradicating 
knotweed, particularly when the patches are large. 
 
Our efforts have expanded beyond Groton as recognition of our success has spread.  For example, we are now working 
with the Cross Vermont Trail in East Montpelier.  We have also attended State meetings, interacted with volunteer 
groups from other towns, and are working with the UVM Extension Service to catalyze a State-wide program to enhance 
eradication efforts throughout the State. 
 
For 2026, the Town has budgeted funds so we can continue to attack knotweed on the Gateway Park, and begin work 
behind the cemetery on Route 302. We will also extend our efforts further up and down the Wells River with permission 
of the owners and at no cost to them. Groton is home to the headwaters of the Wells River, and it is important that we 
prevent any more knotweed washing downstream to invade other properties after the next big storm.  
 
Volunteers. This is an important long-term community project and we seek a few more volunteers.  Most effort is 
needed for a couple of weeks in the summer when cutting the knotweed canes.  This program would not have been 
possible without dedicated volunteers as well as Nick Smith, our State-certified pesticide contractor. 
 
If you have Japanese knotweed on your property and have not discussed it with us, please contact us before it 
invades any further.  This includes properties away from the river. We can advise how you can control your own 
knotweed, or our volunteers may be able to help at no cost to you.  
when the patch is small. Our contact is:  Alan.R.Eastman@Dartmouth.edu.  
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 





 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
  
  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



2026 HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
Collection Schedule 

DATE TIME LOCATION 
SATURDAY, MAY 9 8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Maidstone, Town Hall 
SATURDAY, MAY 16 8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m.  Corinth, Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, MAY 23  8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Jay/Troy, Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, JUNE 6 9:00 a.m.  1:00p.m. Derby, Recycling Center 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20 8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Glover, Recycling Center  
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Danville, Recycling Center 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Waterford, Transfer Station 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 8:00 a.m.  12:00 p.m. Barnet, Recycling Center 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 26 8:00 a.m.  2:00 p.m. Lyndon, Recycling Center 

 
The NEKWMD reserves the right to terminate any collection early in the event that 

we are at storage capacity.  Please limit HHW disposal at listed events to 25 gallons. If you 
have more than 25 gallons, please call our office to schedule an appointment at our 
Lyndonville facility, May 5  October 1, 2026. 

 
Not going to be able to make any of these dates?  NOT A PROBLEM!  The 

NEKWMD will be accepting these materials by appointment at our Lyndonville facility from 
May 5, 2026 to October 1, 2026.  Due to regulatory handling requirements, hazardous wastes 
will not be accepted without an appointment. Scheduling ahead ensures that a qualified 
individual will be on-site ready to accept your hazardous waste.   

 

**HHW Collections are free and open to residents of all DISTRICT TOWNS** 
 

What are Household Hazardous Products? They are consumer products that contain ingredients 
that may be: 
Toxic- poisonous if eaten, breathed, or absorbed through the skin 
Corrosive- can burn or destroy living tissue if spilled on skin 
Reactive- creates fumes, heat, or explosion hazards if mixed with certain materials such as water 
Explosive- can explode with exposure to heat or pressure 
Flammable/Ignitable- can easily be set on fire 
 
To determine if a product in your home is hazardous, check the label for the following words: 
Danger indicates that the substance is extremely flammable, corrosive, or toxic. 
Poison means that the substance is highly toxic. 
Caution/Warning is put on all other hazardous substances that are a somewhat lesser hazard but 
are still dangerous if the directions are not followed closely. 
Conditionally Exempt Generator businesses can also use the Lyndonville collections for the 
actual cost of the disposal of their materials.  Please call ahead for pricing and an appointment.

  
CONTACT THE NEKWMD IF YOU HAVE ITEM S, YOU CANNOT 

IDENTIFY 802-626-3532 or 800-734-4602 or www.nekwmd.org  
 
The NEKWMD hazardous waste collection program is made possible in part by a grant from the 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources.  $73,093.00 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS  
   

AEROSOLS 
AIR FRESHENERS 
AMMONIA 
ARTS AND CRAFTS SUPPLIES 
BLEACH 
CLEANERS (INCLUDES: DRAIN, OVEN, 
FLOOR, WINDOW, TOILET, RUG, ETC.) 
DISINFECTANTS 
METAL & FURNITURE POLISH 
MOTHBALLS 
MERCURY THERMOMETERS 
NAIL POLISH & REMOVER 
NI-CD, LITHIUM, Mi-MH, AND 
BUTTON CELL BATTERIES  
SPOT & STAIN REMOVERS 
ALKALINE BATTERIES * 

 
GARDEN SUPPLIES 
 

CREOSOTE 
DIOXINS 
FERTILIZERS 
FLEA KILLERS 
FUNGICIDES  
HERBICIDES 
INSECT SPRAYS 
MURIATIC ACID 
NO-PEST STRIPS 
PESTICIDES 
RODENT KILLERS 

 
GARAGE 
 

ANTIFREEZE 
BRAKE FLUID *  
CORROSIVES 

CAR WAXES AND CLEANERS 
 
GARAGE (CONTINUED) 
 

ENGINE DEGREASERS 
FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS *  
GASOLINE/DRY GAS 
KEROSENE 
LEAD-ACID CAR BATTERIES * 
LIGHTER FLUID 
OIL-BASED PAINT 
LATEX-BASED PAINT 
PAINT THINNER 
PROPANE CYLINDERS 
SEALANTS 
STAINS/STRIPPERS 
SWIMMING POOL CHEMICALS 
TRANSMISSION FLUID * 
WOOD PRESERVATIVES 
USED MOTOR OIL AND FILTERS * 

 
* ALSO ACCEPTED AT OIL AND BATTERY 
STATIONS YEAR ROUND 
 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING: 
 

ASBESTOS 
EXPLOSIVES, INCLUDING GUN 
POWDER, AMMUNITION 
FLARES 
INFECTIOUS WASTE 
PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION 
RADIOACTIVE WASTE, INCLUDING 
SMOKE DETECTORS 
UNKNOWN GAS CYLINDERS 
EMPTY CONTAINERS 

CONTACT THE NEKWMD IF YOU HAVE ITEM S YOU CANNOT IDENTIFY  
802-626-3532 or 800-734-4602 or www.nekwmd.org 

 
The NEKWMD hazardous waste collection program is made possible in part by a grant from the Vermont 
Agency of Natural Resources. $73,093.00 
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 Summary of Benefits Letter
 Property Tax Exemption Application  Vermont Office of Veterans Affairs 

  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 
   

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 








